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NEWSLETTER: 5.7.17  

Assembly 

Due to Winter Options being on Fridays next term there will be no assembly until after the 
1st of September. We will hold certificate assemblies at school to ensure things like 
homework and Thumbs Up awards are handed out. 

Harakeke News by Madi Holgate 

Harakeke have been doing some awesome learning this week they have even dressed 
up as 100 year old for 100 days at school! 
  

Lucy replied with, “We have been doing some writing, I finished my writing to my pen pal 
where I talked about what I was going to do in the holidays I said that I was going to be 
getting a new pony and Violet is also my pen pal. I really enjoy writing to my pen pal. We 
also dressed up as old people for 100 days at school yesterday which was really fun!” 
Lucy also said that she had learnt to always use capital letter and full stops. 
  

Rose commented “We have been making some suns for our art in the afternoon. I enjoy 
art because it is interesting and really fun. Yesterday all of Harakeke got to dress up as 
an older man or lady and I dressed up as an old lady” 
  

Datsyn said “We have been doing some writing to our pen pals and some maths and 
sometimes in maths I play skoolbo on the computers. I really enjoy maths because I learn 
a new thing each day”  
  

Layla told me that, “We have been doing some reading where I read a book called 
‘Dragons’ and I enjoyed it. I read it in a group. I really like reading because I can read the 
easy words and I try the hard ones even though I may not know them” 
  

Kayden says, “We have been doing things around keeping ourselves safe. We got to 
write about how we keep ourselves safe. I really enjoy learning about keeping myself 
safe because it is very interesting. I learnt that you have to keep your belongings in your 
tray and to try not to loose them. Miss Gaskin sometimes says to put our work in our 
bags and take it home. 
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Thank you so much Harakeke for letting me interview you, I actually saw you all dressed 
as older people and you looked awesome ka pai! 
  
  

Tussock News by Emily Greer 

Jack, Felix and Otto. Three Y1’s that were 
interviewed, so they could help me make this 
article for the newsletter. They told me lots of 
things like, “We are doing handwriting, and 
the letter we are doing is F,” Jack France told 
me. “My favourite Letter is A because it is the 
first letter of the alphabet,” Otto commented.  
Art is very fun in Tussock. They have been 
making a waka and fish art. “I did some of the 
sea but I wanted to do the sky so I could put 
on some more stars,” Felix said to me. 
 
School Photos 
If you missed out on getting your order in an 
would still like photos please contact the 
office and Rebecca can give you the number 
to ring. 
 

100 Days of School 
On Wednesday 5th July Harakeke 
celebrated the 100th day at school for 
2017. They dressed up as 100 year olds 
and looked amazing! During the day they 
completed lots of activities based on the 
number 100. Some of them took up the 
extra for experts challenge and made 
a 100 item project at home.  
 

 
 
 



 

 

Rata Room Report by Abby Lowe 

 

In the past week Rata room has been up to loads of cool stuff including, researching 
about any topic of your choice, Careers education where we will find out what options 
and jobs we want in the future, and the Paper Plus writing competition  
 

“With researching in class we had to research about 
any topic of our choice that we don't know much 
about and research about them, I did a drop bear,” 
commented Annabel.  
“When we were doing careers education we learned 
that if something pricks your interest you should go 
for it and that we should never give up,” Samantha 
told me.  

“For the writing competition that we entered it had to 
be under four hundred words and we would get 
extra points if we did it about World War One, World 
War Two or about a museum,” Arlo Commented. 

“My story was about a boy named Dan 
who spent the night at a museum but 
everything came to life,”Madi told me, 
“For research I did turtles because I didn't 
know much about them but I knew that I 
liked them”. 
 

Thank you, Annabel Harmer, Samantha, 
Arlo and Madi for telling me about all the 
exciting things that you have been up to 
in class. Also thank you very much 
Samantha for giving me the key for 
success.        
 

 

 

 

 

Winter Options 

Winter options begin on the first Friday next term. Please contact your child’s teacher if 
you are unsure which option your child is in. 

 

 



 

 

Sir Peter Blake Trust Mufti Day 

As part of the leadership week in Rata they have been learning about the Sir Peter Blake 
Trust and its work. Rata learners would like to have a mufti day to support the trust. If 
your child comes in mufti then they could donate a coin to go to the trust. 

 

Beck Parnham Interview by Madi Holgate 

Last week I was fortunate enough to email Beck Parnham who has done an amazing job 
starting a business called Krama & Co. which is a business that imports beautiful hand 
loomed krama from small villages in Cambodia. They then sell the Krama and use the 
profits to help fund education for girls and give opportunities for women and girls in 
Cambodia and New Zealand. I think that Krama & Co. is an amazing business.  

Down below are some questions I asked Beck along with the answers. 

When did you attend Mt Somers Springburn School?  

I started at Mt Somers school in 1985 but moved to Springburn School a couple of years 
later and was there until I went to Ashburton College so I  would have finished in 1992 I 
think? 

Who else was at school with you? 

I went to school with my older brother Hayden and older sisters Nikki and Anna. 

Are there any teachers you remember well? 

Yes! Many! I remember Mrs Miller fondly and I also very clearly remember Mrs (Annette) 
Syme. 

What is one special moment you remember from your time at school? 

One time Mrs Syme told us she wanted to show us something amazing. She then took us 
into the teacher’s office one by one and lifted us up in front of the mirror to obviously 
show that WE were amazing. 

How did the things you learned at our school impact your life? 

It was a really lovely time where I felt the world was a good place and I felt safe. I felt part 
of a community and that to me is important. 

What have you achieved in your life after leaving our school? 

I went to University and gained a Bachelor of Social Work (Hons). Married a former Mt 
Somers pupil, Gareth Parnham and had two girls, Mae and Ruby. Recently, with 
community in mind, I started a social enterprise or social business, which means we give 
our profits away! It is called Krama & Co. and we sell krama, which are traditional 
Cambodian scarves with over 60 uses. We buy them off weavers in a rural village and 
run a 'Village Fund' to raise the standard of living in their village. We work with charities to 
do our work so they can make money and offer ways for them to fundraise through us as 
well. https://krama.nz/ 

https://krama.nz/


 

 

What advice would you give to the children at school now? 

Learn, learn, learn. I did not make the most of my time after I left and now struggle with 
basic things especially in regards to grammar. I wish I had made the most of my 
opportunity to learn.  

Thank you so much Beck for letting me interview you, I think everyone should go and 
check out Krama & Co. as it is an amazing business.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
  

  

  



 

 

 

 Calf Rearer Required 

We are looking for someone to join our fabulous fun team calf rearing for approx. 2 months from August 1st.  

No previous experience required but must have a can do attitude, love animals and have lots of patience. 

8 kms from Mt Somers. 

Please phone 

Chrissie Wright  303 9004 

 

 

Access to School Dental Services over the school holiday period 
The Community Dental Service has a contract to provide an emergency dental service for pre-schoolers and primary school 
children over the school holiday period. The service is limited to the relief of acute pain only and will operate from 8:45am 
until 12:30pm from the Hillmorton Community Clinic, Sylvan Street, Christchurch for the following times. 
Monday, 10th July to Friday, 14th July 2017 (excluding weekends) 
and  
Monday, 17th July to Friday, 21st July 2017 (excluding weekends) 
Routine treatment will not be offered/available over the holidays and any accident related issues will be referred to 
Community Dentists as per usual practise. 
We would appreciate it if you could place the following notice in newsletters until the end of term to inform parents of these 
arrangements. If you wish to discuss any aspect of this letter please do not hesitate to contact me. Many thanks for your 
ongoing support of the Community Dental Service. 
Julie Denton 
Service Manager 
COMMUNITY DENTAL SERVICE 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


