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NEWSLETTER: 14.9.2017  

 From the Principal’s Chair 

“Kaua e mate wheke, mate ururoa!” - whakatauki 

This week is Maori language week and it got me thinking about my first exposure to a language 

other than English. It happened at Bethlehem Primary School as a new entrant (quite some time 

ago). 

In Tauranga where my family was living when I started school, Bethlehem School was a rural 

school surrounded by orchards and farms. At the end of the road from school was the beach and 

on the shore was the marae. The school and the marae had a very close connection and we spent a 

lot of time between the two. At school we learnt Maori alongside English and for a blond pakeha 

boy it was a window into another world. 

By learning te reo Maori I got to understand a whole different way of being and acting than I had 

grown up with in my family. I got to talk to others in a different language and that felt pretty 

amazing. I still maintained all the traditions and expectations of my own family as well as learning 

about the others in my class who spoke and lived differently to me. It was a fantastic time. 

That’s not to say it was easy. The fluent speakers of te reo hardly ever translated into English 

when they were talking. They told me that if I wanted to know what they were saying I would 

have to work hard to learn the language so I could understand. And, like a good learner I tried my 

best. Most of the time I knew what was going on. These days I am not as fluent but I appreciate 

the things I learnt during this time. 

Te reo Maori is more than just a language. It reflects a part of New Zealand’s culture that is unique 

and diverse. It also gave me the whakatauki (saying or proverb) that is at the top of this article. It 

is one that I try to live by most days and it has helped me in the tough times and the good times. 

Learning another language and about another culture makes us all better people. It helps us to be 

more understanding of different world views and makes us more caring. The adverts on the 

television promoting the use of the Maori language show that even if we make a small effort to 

use the language, it helps to make it more alive for all of us.  

If our children learn even a little bit about another culture and language it can only be a good 

thing.  

 

Sean Wansbrough 

Principal 
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School Production – Thursday 21st September 

The children and teachers have been hard at it learning their routines and lines for the school 

production – Utterly Genie-us. 

The production starts at 6pm in the Mt Somers Hall. Entry will be by donation. We invite all 

parents, grandparents relatives and friends to a performance extravaganza. 

A special thanks to Mrs Heaven for writing the script and Miss George for her directing. Thank 

you also to Arlo Bruce for coming up with the title. 

 

Utterly Genie-us 

Will the kids be able to tidy up the library on time? Will the school find a new librarian? What is 

with the strange visitor? Why are so many famous people dropping into Mt Somers? 

For answers to these questions and many more come to the show for entertainment and a few 

laughs. 

 

Representative Sports Teams 

In the last newsletter, I asked if about players who had made rep teams. At the moment we would 

like to congratulate these people –  

Hockey 

Jess Heaven – Mid Canterbury Primary B girls  

Blaise France – Yr 4 girls Mid Canterbury Country 

Grace McClelland – Yr 4 girls Mid Canterbury Country 

Sylvie France – Yr 3 girls Mid Canterbury Country 

Emma McClelland  - Yr 3 girls Mid Canterbury Country 

Emily Heaven – Yr 3 girls Mid Canterbury Country 

 

Soccer 

Sam Chapman – Mid Canterbury 

 

Weetbix Try-athlon 

The registrations for the 2018 Weetbix Tryathlon held in Christchurch are now open on line. There 

is a Mt Somers Springburn School group that you can link to as you register. It is a swim, a bike 

and a run for children 7 years and older. More detail is available on: 

https://registration.tryathlon.co.nz/Home/Event/25/Package/0/Wave/0/Sequence/0/School/f3f31fb

1-85e3-4de7-a56e-236e2e8f8699 

Please message to say if you have registered with our school group: 

valerie.ashton@mtss.school.nz or via the Class Dojo if you are in Kowhai Room. 

 

Cluster Speech Competition 

Last Wednesday we held the Southern Cluster Speech finals between our school, Mayfield, 

Longbeach and Hinds Schools. 

It was a terrific night with many entertaining and informative speeches.  

Paige Brogden, Arlo Bruce, Abby Lowe and Madi Holgate represented our school. 

Congratulations to Arlo who came 4th in the Year 5&6 competition.  

Congratulations also to Madi and Abby who took our first and second place respectively in the 

Year 7&8 competition. Madi now goes on to represent us at the Rotary Speech finals in Ashburton 

next Wednesday. Good luck Madi! 
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A special thank you to the Mayfield and District Lions for their efforts in judging and for the 

fantastic prizes that were given out to the place getters. 

 

Junior Speeches 

These are being held on Wednesday the 27th of September here at school. Check with your child’s 

teacher if you would like to know more. 

 

Muddy Good Run - 24th September 

Mt Somers Springburn School will not be taking a bus to this event as we have done in previous 

years due to circumstances and staff commitments. However if you are keen to enter your 

child/ren head to www.muddygoodrun.co.nz. Entries are open for 7+ year olds for the 1.5km 

course.  

 

Mission Mt Somers - 28th October 

A notice will come home before the end of the term to register for the 5km introductory off-road 

run/walk. Contact for this event is Sarah Gaskin. 

 

Library 

A huge thank you to those members of our school community who have offered their help this 

year with the library. To date 466 brand new books have been covered and entered into library 

circulation. There are plenty more coming. If you think you can help in some way Sarah would 

love to hear from you! 

 

Opuke Kahui Ako (Community of Learning) Teacher Only Day 

As part of our membership of the Opuke Kahui Ako, Mt Somers Springburn School along with the 

other schools in the community (Mayfield, Methven Primary, Our Lady of the Snows, Mt Hutt 

College, Lauriston, Rakaia, Chertsey and Dorie Schools) is taking part in a Teacher Only Day 

where all the teachers from the different schools will learn together. This is being held on 

Thursday 16th of November. This is the Thursday before Christchurch Show Day. School will be 

closed  for instruction on this day. 

 

Down’s Bus Run 

We are looking for a driver for the Down’s bus run. If you have a Class 2 licence (or would be 

prepared to get one) and would like to take on this valuable position in our school please let Sean 

know. 

 

Bus Vests 

It is good to see so many of our children wearing their bus vests while waiting for the buses. Some 

children are still turning up at school without them, however. Even though the mornings are 

getting lighter, it is still important for all children to wear their bus vest. Many drivers do not 

always slow down when they are aware of children waiting for buses on the side of the road or 

even when the bus has stopped to pick up children. Wearing the bus vest will help to keep children 

and drivers safer. If your child has misplaced their bus vest, please get them to come to the office 

for a replacement. 
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Media Team Articles 

There are no articles from around the classes as the media team have been very busy this week 

with their parts in the production. We look forward to seeing more of their writing in the next 

newsletter. 

 

Assembly 

With all the practice for the production there is not much to share from the classes. Assemblies 

will begin again next term once the production is out of the way.  

 

Bus Route Changes 

We have new enrolments coming up in Term 4 which mean we now have too many children on 

the Lake Heron bus. This will require some changes to the bus runs. More details of the changes 

will be given before the end of the term. These changes are likely to occur early in Term 4. 

 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

The next Board meeting will be held at 7pm in the staffroom on Monday 25th of September.       

         

School Bus Driver Required 

We are looking for someone who -  

*has a Class 2 licence 

*would be prepared to obtain a P class licence endorsement. 

*enjoys working with children and families 

*believes safety is the most important aspect of being a school bus driver. 

*is mechanically minded 

*has attention to detail. 

 

This role is for approximately 20 hours per week. 

For the right applicant we would be prepared to assist the person with the training required to 

become our bus driver. 

If this sounds like you, please call the Principal, Sean Wansbrough, to find out more about the 

position 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

 
 



 

 

 
  

  

  

 

 

Methven Cricket Club 

Registration day for players wanting to play cricket for Methven Cricket Club will be held 
on Monday 25th September 3.30-4.30 at Methven Domain. This is for all Saturday grades 
as well as “Have a go” cricket (Thursday afternoons). If you are not able to make it please 

email nagra@xtra.co.nz or call Greta 027 2486928. 
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Child Minder Wanted 

We are looking for a child minder for our boys aged 10 & 7, after school 
from 3pm. Some travel to after school activities may be required at times. 
We would prefer that the boys be cared for in our home but this is not 
essential. The position may be job shared and will suit a stay at home mum 
or retiree. Please text Paula for more information, 021 268 7145. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 


